Buried at Weaste Cemetery – George Sleigh (1805-1863)

George Sleigh was a railway locomotive driver. He was killed at Broadheath, Altrincham, Cheshire, whilst driving a Warrington to Manchester passenger train. 
He was born in 1805 in Berwickshire, Scotland. His father was John Sleigh (born 1766) and his mother was Isabel (nee Thomson) Sleigh (born 1776). On 17th January 1826 George married Agnes Chambers at Chirnside, Berwickshire, Scotland. Agnes (born 1803) was the daughter of John Chambers, whose occupation was Hind, and his wife Agnes (nee Jeffrey) Chambers, of Islington Mains, Chirnside. Their children were: Agnes jnr (born 1827 in Berwick), Isabella (born 1829 in Berwick), Catherine (born 1831 in Northumberland), Mary Ann (born 1833), John (born 1835) Jane Kirk (born 1837 in Salford) and Margaret (born 1839 in Salford).
The 1841 census shows the family address as Wilburn Street, Salford. In 1851 they lived at Mount Street, Warrington, Lancashire, where George was aged 46 and an engine driver. In 1861 George and Agnes lived at Speke Road, Garston, Liverpool Also in the house was their widowed daughter Catherine Reynolds aged 27 and her two children Agnes aged 3, Isabella aged 1, and grandson George Darlington, aged 12.
On 4 April 1856, The Manchester Guardian reported ‘Three Men Killed on the Liverpool and Manchester Railway. On Tuesday evening a night mail train leaving Victoria Station at quarter past ten, came into collision with something on the line near Patricroft. On search being made the remains of a lurry [a railway hand cart] and the bodies of three men were found.’ One had been killed outright, one died on the way to hospital and one died later in hospital. An Inquest was held and George Sleigh gave evidence. ‘I was the engine driver and left Manchester at 10.16 pm. It was a new service that day and Station Masters had been informed. About a mile beyond Patricroft station the train came into collision with something. After stopping, I and the Fireman got down to see what had caused it. There was a goods train coming from Liverpool which we stopped. The driver of the goods train and my guard walked to the scene of the accident, found three casualties and got help.” It transpired that one of the three men killed was a railway platelayer who worked on the line that day, and had access to the “lurry.” He had been to the nearby pub and decided to give two friends a lift home along the track. He wouldn’t have known about the new night train.
George Sleigh died on 20 November 1863, aged 58. The Manchester Courier of 21 November 1863 reported. ‘Fatal Railway Accident at Broadheath. An accident which proved instantaneously fatal occurred yesterday morning on the Warrington and Stock-port line of railway. George Sleigh was the engine driver of the L&NW passenger train due at Oxford Road Station at 9.05am. After passing Broadheath, Sleigh turned round and stretched out to look behind to the rear of the train, when his head came in contact with the bridge which crosses the canal there, and he was killed on the spot. The stoker took charge of the train, which arrived in Manchester without further accident. Sleigh was 58 years old and left a wife and six children.” He was buried at Weaste Cemetery, grave B2/DISS/1234, on 24 November 1863.
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