Buried at Weaste Cemetery – John Leach (1814-1867)


John Leach was a pointsman, on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway in Salford. Whilst walking home along the railway track, he was killed by a train near Windsor Bridge, Salford.

John was born in Bury in 1814 and baptised on 29 January 1915. His parents were Ellis Leach (born 1771 in Bury) and Ann (nee Maude) Leach (born 1770 in Bury), who were married at St Mary the Virgin Church Bury on 15 October 1807. In the 1841 census, John (aged 27), his brother James (aged 30) and his mother Ann, who was a widow, lived with her brother Jeffrey Maude at Clerke Street, Bury.

On 27 January 1847, John Leach married Maria Sellers at St Mary the Virgin Church, Bury. Maria was the daughter of William Sellers, who was a Cotton Carder, and his wife Ann. Maria was born in 1814 in Burnley, Lancashire. The 1851 census reveals that John and Maria lived at Hornby Street Bury with their son Albert (born 1847 in Bury) age 3, and John’s mother Ann Leach aged 80, who was an annuitant. There is no 1861 census record for John Leach.

John was based at Ordsall Lane Station at the time of his death. On the evening of Sunday 3 March 1867, he finished work at about 10pm, after he had shunted a goods train onto the Hope Street siding. It was his custom to walk some distance along the railway line towards his home in Pendleton. He did not arrive home. On Monday morning John’s body was found on the railway track near Windsor Bridge, mutilated in a shocking manner. 

An Inquest was held later on Monday by Mr Rutter, the Salford Coroner. It was stated that when John left work on Sunday night, shunting operations were being carried out near the station. An engine had passed along the line shortly after he left, but the driver and fireman saw nothing of the deceased. The driver said that the usual signals had been given by whistling as he came out of the sidings onto the main line. However, the engine had evidence of blood on it, which left little doubt that John had in some way come into contact with it. The jury returned a verdict of accidental death. 

John was buried at Weaste Cemetery, grave 38/DISS/1987, on 6 March 1867. He was 52 years of age. John’s beloved wife Maria died 3 weeks later at Cross Lane, on 27 March 1867, aged 52, and was re-united with John on 30 March 1867.  

The following year, in 1868, at Haslingdon, Lancashire, John and Maria’s son Albert, married Margaret Taylor (born 1847 in Long Preston, Yorkshire). They had two children John William (born 1870 in Haslingdon) and Emmeline (born 1880 in Salford). Sadly, Albert’s wife Margaret died on 2 March 1880, aged just 33 and was buried in the family grave at Weaste Cemetery. In 1881 Albert married again to his housekeeper, Elizabeth Watson (born 1857 in Haslingden). They had four children, but sadly Albert died at home in Harpurhey, in 1891, aged 44.
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